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(see p. 2-4 ) 

WRMCA members, Board of Directors, Past Presidents, Distinguished guests, family and friends, ladies and gentlemen: 

  

I am indeed honored and humbled to become the new President of Wisconsin Ready Mixed Concrete Association.  I am 
joining a group of distinguished and quality individuals that have led this organization over the last 70 years.  Their    
companies are among the best of the best Concrete Producers in Wisconsin!  WRMCA is the leading construction materials 
association in this state.  We absolutely lead the way in the areas of Legislative advocacy, Technical support, Promotion 
and Education and in the areas of Operations, Environment, and Safety.  Thus, it is my truth that non-member ready-mixed 

producers in Wisconsin are at a competitive disadvantage!   

 

I want to acknowledge the members of the Executive Committee with whom I have worked with over the past 3 
years.  Bob Peters, Nick Rivecca, Shawn Triller along with our Association Executive, Pat Essie,éyou have shown me the 
WRMCA way.  I want to acknowledge the entire staff of WRMCA, ERIN, CHERISH, & KIM as you are the day to day glue 
that holds us together. You are the best!  To those that serve as a current board director and those who have served in the 

past, I say thank-you for your time and talent.  You too have also shown me the WRMCA way. 

 

Your Board of Directors will continue to work on our strategic plan in 2010.  As an Association we need to dare to       
challenge, dare to change.  The current economic condition in Wisconsin and in our industry is unprecedented and            
challenging.  In these times, WRMCA has much to offer our members and the new members that will result from our      
recruitment effort.  Our membership is our strength.  We must use that strength to expand the organization and improve 
it.  The future success of this organization rests on the commitment to change and courage to act.  Again I say, Dare to 

Challenge, Dare to Change! 

 

My number one goal this year will be Legislative Advocacy.  As we are all aware, elections have consequences!  Our     
businesses are under attack by regulators from OSHA, MSHA, EPA, DOL, and others.  On the state level this list goes 
on.  We need advocates in state government to intervene with the bureaucrats.  We have a wonderful tool in this         
association called the conduit.  It allows all of us to leverage our political contributions.  Each dollar invested in the conduit 
provides a 2 for 1 punch in that both the giver & WRMCA is acknowledged by the candidate.  Today I gave a check to 
Erin as my 2010 investment in the conduit.  I urge all of our member families to invest in the 2010 conduit so that         

collectively, we will help bring about change that is good for our state, our employees, and our companies! 

  

In keeping with the Presidentõs Job description, my promise to you is to provide encouragement and motivation to our 
board and staff, so that we may all lead the way on behalf of our members.  Together we will Challenge the process, 

Model the way, Inspire a shared vision of the future, Enable others to act, and Encourage the heart.  

  

I am very confident that the current economic conditions will improve, our organization will change for the betterment of 

our membership and our future is bright! 

 

I encourage all of you to continue to give of your time, talent, and treasure to WRMCA and all of itõs programs.  When 
you give the better portion, you receive the better portion.  For your business and our industry, WRMCA is the best       

opportunity to receive your better portion. 
 

In closing, I want to acknowledge Bill Verrette and the Champion Family of Companies for providing me the opportunity 

to serve our industry with time, talent, and treasure. 

 

Thank you!  I look forward to serving all of you.  - Gary Benjamin, Champion Concrete, Inc. 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS 
WRMCA Welcomes New Members in 1st Quarter 
 

The WRMCA is pleased to welcome new associate members: 

¶  BT2 Squared, Inc., Madison - provides comprehensive civil 

and engineering services. http://www.bt2inc.com/ 

¶ Giles Engineering, Waukesha - specializes in construction          

monitoring and materials testing, geotechnical engineering, 

and environmental consulting.  http://www.gilesengr.com/ 

¶ Schmitt Technical Services, Cross Plains - concentrates on 

chemical and petrograhic analysis of building materials, 

field evaluation and testing. 

http://www.schmitttechnicalservices.com/ 

2010 WRMCA Board of Directors 
 

Officers 

President - Gary Benjamin, Champion, Inc 

Vice-President - Nicholas Rivecca, Sonag Ready Mix 

Secretary/Treasurer - Keith Barghahn, Croell Redi-Mix, Inc. 

Immediate Past President - Bob Peters, Prairie Material   
 

Board Members 

Keith Barghahn, Croell Redi-Mix, Inc. 

Todd Brockman, MCC, Inc. 

Tim Kieler, Kowalski Kieler, Inc. 

Dan Large, Propex Concrete Systems 

Joe Marx, Dodge Concrete, Inc. 

John Morgan, Euclid Chemical Company 

Keith Nault, Solomon Colors 

Brad Oertel, Wisconsin Cement Company 

Matt Schmitz, Schmitz Ready Mix 

Mike Tews, Carew Concrete & Supply Co., Inc. 

Steve Verrette, Verrette Materials 

Roger Volden, Holcim (US) 

Gary Wallis, St. Marys Cement 

Todd Widdes, Toddõs Redi-Mix 

Scott Zignego, Zignego Ready Mix 

2010 Committee Chairmen 
 

Associates Advisory 

Roger Volden, Holcim (US) 
 

Budget & Finance 

Keith Barghahn, Croell Red-Mix, Inc. 
 

Certification 

Greg Schmidt, GeoTest, Inc. 
 

Convention 

Nicholas Rivecca, Sonag Ready Mix 
 

Legislative  

Greg Knorr, Wisconsin Valley Concrete  
 

Long Range Planning 

Bob Peters, Prairie Material  
 

Membership 

Brad Oertel, Wisconsin Cement Company 
 

Operations, Environment & Safety 

Chad Kaster, Carew Concrete 

Justin Kratochvil, Meyer Material Company 

Mitch Mariotti, Prairie Material  
 

Promotion 

Nicholas Rivecca, Sonag Ready Mix 

Doug Dobson, Meyer Material 
 

Scholarship 

Bob Peters, Prairie Material  
 

Technical 

Dan Large, Propex Concrete Systems 

 

2010 Regional Chairs 
 

Region 1 - Dave Kepler, Buzzi Unicem & Tim Kieler, Kowalski 

       Kieler        

Region 2 - Mark Larsen, Jackson Concrete & Keith Nault,  

 Solomon Colors 
 

Region 3 - Roger Volden, Holcim (US) 
 

Region 4 - Greg Knorr, Wisconsin Valley Concrete Products  
 

Region 5 - Ron Gjerning, American Materials & Scott Grams, 

 GRT  

Parking Lot Committee Seeks Members 
 

A parking lot promotion committee will be formed 

this spring to generate new ideas and ways to  

promote concrete parking lots.  The committee 

will also help plan the 4th Annual Parking Lot 

Promotion Academy. 
 

If you are interested in joining the committee, 

please contact Cherish at 

cschwenn@wrmca.com or 608-250-6304. 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS 
2009 Plant Safety Awards Announced 
 

The WRMCA OES Committee is pleased to announce the winners of the 2009 Plant Safety Awards.  The award    

criteria was completed using current Bureau of Labor Statistics Injury rates.  Those individual locations with a     

frequency and severity rate better than the national average for the Ready Mix Profession were awarded a          

certificate of achievement.  Those òbest in classó winners, or those with the best rates (in case of a tie, the plant 

with the most hours worked was selected), received a plaque. 
 

òBest In Classó 
 

Category I:       Meyer Materials Company-Milwaukee Plant 

Category II:      Northfield-Bend Industries-Washington Plant  

Category III:     Jackson Concrete-Washington Plant 
 

CERTIFICATES OF ACHIEVEMENT 
 

Category I: 
 

Carew Concrete & Supply Company, Inc. locations in Algoma, Cooperstown, Green Lake, and Manitowoc. 
 

Champion, Inc. in Moon Lake Plant.  
 

Croell Redi Mix, Inc. locations in Black River Falls, Gale-Ettrick, Holmen, Sparta, Mauston, Tomah, and Viroqua. 
 

MCC, Inc. locations in Berlin, Bonduci, Chilton, Oshkosh, and Slinger.  
 

Schmitz Ready Mix, Inc. in New Berlin. 
 

Verrette Materials, Inc. locations in Menominee, MI, Middle Inlet Concrete Products, and Shawano. 
 

Wisconsin Valley Concrete Products, Inc. locations in Adams, Wautoma and Westfield. 
 

Category II: 
 

Carew Concrete in Green Bay. 

MCC, Inc. in De Pere.  

Verrette Materials, Inc. - Gillett Cement Products.  
 

Category III: 
 

Carew Concrete & Supply Company, Inc. in Appleton. 

Meyer Material Company in Oak Creek Yard #46. 
 

The plaques and certificates were awarded at the Convention on March 4th in Wisconsin Dells.   
 

OES Recognizes Drivers 
 

The WRMCA Operations, Environmental & Safety Committee identified the following Ready Mix Concrete Delivery 

professionals as outstanding leaders within the profession of the Ready Mix Concrete industry.   . 

 

 Paul Jacobson - Otto Jacobs  

 Anderson Jones - Schmitz Ready Mix  

 Don Latzl - Jackson Concrete, Inc. 

 

These professionals have assisted to promote a commitment of Health & Safety, the Environment and Community 

and have been recognized by their companies, peers and WRMCA association.   Congratulations! 
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ASSOCIATION NEWS 
Focus Your Political Resources: 

Contribute to the WRMCA Conduit 2010 

Help support legislators supporting the ready-mixed concrete industry by contributing to the WRMCA conduit  

today!  Each WRMCA Conduit contribution you make is deposited into your personal WRMCA conduit account.  You 

personally authorize every withdrawal before a donation is made in your name.  To contribute, please go to the 

WRMCA website at www.wrmca.com and click on WRMCA òFocus Your Political Resourcesó WRMCA conduit.   
 

A special thank you to those who have contributed to the WRMCA conduit for 2010: 
 

Platinum Contributors - $1,000+ ð Gary Benjamin, Champion Concrete; Mark & Ruth Guenterberg, Okauchee Redi-

Mix; Jesse Jacobs, Otto Jacobs; Nicholas Rivecca, Sonag Ready Mix; Bill Verrette, Gillett  Cement Products; and 

Steve Verrette, Gillett Cement Products 

Gold Contributor - $500-999 ð Kurt Croell, Croell Redi-Mix 

Silver Contributor - $250-499 ð Jim Melvin, Melvin Companies 

Other Contributors - Brad Oertel, Wisconsin Cement Company; Bob Peters, Prairie Material Wisconsin; and Rick 

Ross, Oshkosh 

WRMCA 10th Annual Ready Mix Golf Outing Blitz 
 

Mark Your Calendar for June 24, 2010 

  

It is that time of year again to get your clubs out to golf for a worthy cause.  The WRMCA 

Scholarship and Education Committee invites you to participate in the 10th annual  

Ready-Mix Blitz Scholarship Golf Outing.  The event will take place at Wild Rock Golf Club 

in Wisconsin Dells. 
 

After enjoying a round of golf you will be treated to a fabulous dinner followed by a raffle, door prizes, and the 

chance to network with fellow WRMCA members.  All funds that are raised will go toward the WRMCA Education  

Foundation.  Sponsorships are available and prize contributions are welcomed.  A flyer will be mailed to the  

membership by the end of April. 

ACI Laboratory Technician Concrete Strength Testing Technician Certification Course - April 15 
 

The Wisconsin Ready Mixed Concrete Association is sponsoring an ACI Laboratory Technician Concrete Strength 

Testing Technician Certification Course and Informational Seminar at Tetra Tech in Wausau.  
 

Certification Level 

Concrete Strength Testing Technician is an individual who has demonstrated the knowledge and ability to properly 

perform, record, and report the results of four basic ASTM laboratory procedures related to the determination of 

concrete compressive and flexural strength. 
 

Scope & Knowledge 

The program requires a working knowledge of the following ASTM Standards: 

C617-Capping Cylindrical Concrete Specimens 

C1231-Unbonded Caps for Concrete Cylinders 

C39-Compressive Strength of Cylindrical Concrete Specimens 

C78-Flexural Strength of Concrete 
 

Certification Requirements 

Recertification is required every 6 years, and requires completion of the written and performance examinations. 
 

Please contact Kim at knovak@wrmca.com or 608-250-6304 if you have any questions. 

http://www.wrmca.com/
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2010 SCHOLARSHIP ESSAY WINNER 
Concrete: The World's Foundation 

by Keeley Wallis 

                I have been raised to correct others on the difference between cement and concrete, prepared with 
ǘƘŜ ƭƛƴŜΣ άŎŜƳŜƴǘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀǿ ǇƻǿŘŜǊ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ ƛƴǘƻ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ƘŀǊŘ Ŧƛƴŀƭ              
ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘέΦ  However, in all these years I myself have failed to realize the sheer extent of the concrete           
industry.  L ŀƳ Ǝǳƛƭǘȅ ƻŦ ǇƛŎǘǳǊƛƴƎ ƻƴƭȅ ƘƛƎƘǿŀȅǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƛŘŜǿŀƭƪǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜέ ƛǎ ǘƘǊƻǿƴ 
around.  The truth of the matter is, this strong and versatile product has triumphantly stood the test of time 
and is sure to continue to do so in the future.   

 

                The timeline of concrete dates back to the height of the Roman Empire, where the Romans were 
recognized as the first to use concrete due to the cement nature of their product.  It was used in many   
structures such as baths, aqueducts, bridges, and even the Pantheon.  Many of these works of art still stand 
today as a true testament to the longevity of concrete.  The pioneering of concrete liberated the Romans 
from the restrictions of only stone and brick material and allowed them to take construction to a whole other 
level. 

 

                ¢ƻŘŀȅ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŀƛƭŜŘ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ άƳƛǊŀŎƭŜ ƳŀǘŜǊƛŀƭϦ ŀǎ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǿƛŘŜƭȅ ǳǎŜŘ           
substances on earth.  Every new erected structure from a house to a skyscraper has a sturdy concrete         
footing.  The vast network of roads that connect these structures are almost always made of concrete as 
well.  Giant dams whose all important job it is to retain our water are built and trusted to the proven strength 
of concrete.  It has even become popular as an art form with the concrete industry adding texture and color 
into applications such as retaining walls, floors, and bridges.   

 

                The future certainly looks bright for the concrete industry and improvements are sure to be 
made.  Not only is technology increasing at a never-ending rate, but there is also more awareness of the    
impact of concrete production and the environment.  With the massive amount of concrete produced every 
ȅŜŀǊΣ ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŦƻǊŎŜŘ ǘƻ άƎƻ ƎǊŜŜƴέΣ ƻƴŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ǳǘƛƭƛȊƛƴƎ Ŧƭȅ ŀǎƘ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƻƴƭȅ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜǎ ǘŜƴ ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ 
of the greenhouse gases of Portland Cement.  !ƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƛƴƎ ōǊŜŀƪǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƛǎ άǎƳŀǊǘέ ŎƻƴŎǊŜǘŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ 
a type of bendable concrete made with fiber-reinforced materials.  The sky truly is the limit! 

 

                I am fortunate to have the opportunity to not only write this essay, but to be able to learn a great 
deal more about a product that is almost as common as water!  It is safe to say that I will no longer substitute 
the word concrete with only roads and sidewalks.  Instead I am mindful of the fact that you do not have to 
look very hard to find an application of concrete, it is everywhere, without it our world would most certainly 
not be concrete.  

2010 WRMCA Scholarship Winners 
 

Congratulations to our Scholarship Winners! 
 

§ WRMCA Member Scholarship to William Dalton Barghahn II, son of Keith Barghahn, Croell Redi-Mix, Inc. 
 

§ WRMCA Member Scholarship to Keeley Wallis, daughter of Gary Wallis, St. Marys Cement 
 

 

Williamõs essay will be featured in next quarterõs Scoop. 
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2010 CONVENTION RECAP 
 

The 2010 Convention was held at the Chula Vista Resort in 

Wisconsin Dells March 3-5, 2010.   The annual meeting kicked 

off the convention followed by Julie Buffenbarger presenting 

on Sustainability, Jim Pease discussing Employment Law and 

a Technical Update by Dan Large, John Morgan, and Kevin 

McMullen. 
 

OES Committee Co-Chairman, Mitch Mariotti started Day 2 

with hot issues in the  Environmental area.  The 30th Annual 

Concrete Design Awards were held mid morning followed by a 

lunch.  Larry Helms who spoke at the 2007 convention gave a 

motivational presentation in the afternoon and the convention 

ended with an executive roundtable and legislative update. 
 

Bob Peters presented Dan Large with the Man of the Year 

Award for his support and dedication to the association and 

industry. 
 

Special thanks to Financial Transaction Services for            

sponsoring Thursdayõs lunch.  We would also like to thank the       

following exhibitors for participating in the convention: 

Butterfield Color, Coleman Engineering, GRT, Oshkosh          

Corporation, Prism Pigments, Sika Corporation and WR Grace. 
 

Weõre Partners sponsored a welcome reception on Wednesday 

and Thursday night.  
 

 

Thank you to our 2010 Weõre Partnerõs Sponsors 

Advanced Technical Services, Inc. 

Axim Italcementi Group 

BASF ð The Chemical Company 

Butterfield Color 

Buzzi Unicem USA, 

CGC, Inc. 

Coleman Engineering 

Command Alkon 

Euclid Chemical Company 

FABCO Equipment Company 

General Resource Technology 

GeoTest, Inc. 

Gordyõs Concrete Pumping Service, Inc. 

HNI Risk Services. 

Holcim (US), Inc., 

Industrial Systems, Ltd. 

Lafarge North America 

Lehigh Portland Cement 

Melli, Walker, Pease and Ruhly, S.C. 

Midwest Engineering Services 

Noble Diagnostics, Inc. 

North Lake Sand & Gravel, Inc. 

Portland Cement Association, Inc. 

Oshkosh Truck Corporation 

Prism Pigments 

Propex Concrete Systems 

Putzmeister America 

RexCon, LLC. 

St. Marys Cement 

Sika Corporation 

Solomon Colors 

TK Products 

Tricor Insurance and Financial Service 

We Energies 

Wisconsin/Illinois Cement Company 

W.R. Grace 

Incoming 2010 Board  

2010 President 

Gary Benjamin 

Concrete Design Awards 

Man of the Year - Dan Large 


